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•More than 20 different Arctic 
indigenous peoples are involved in 
reindeer herding.
•Approx. 2,5 million domesticated 
reindeers (2007) 
•Distributed among 28 regions in 9 
countries
•Reindeer pastures cover an area of 
around 4 mill. sq. km
(approx. 9-10 x size of Norway)
Uralic- people Altaic- people Tungusic people Paleo- asiatic Others
Saami Dolgans Evens Chukchi Komi
(Uralic)
Nenets Tofalars Evenks Koryaks Yakut
(Altaic)
Khanti TodzhaTuva Negidals Chuvans* Finns
(Uralic)




















































Evenkisky Aut. Okrug, Russia:
Reindeer people
• Evenkis


















































Koryaksky Aut. Okrug, Russia:
Reindeer people:
• Koryak and others (related to   
Koryaks)



















(own by local people)
• Reindeer herding is almost identically organized wherever it 
is practiced. In fact, it represents a common circumpolar 
model for the management of the remote barren pastures in 
northern regions:
Concluding remarks
-reindeer herding  - “nature’s own choice” for the  
North?
• Reindeer herding has been developed over an extensive 
period of time, adjusting itself specifically to Arctic regions
• It has enabled the sustainable use of marginal natural 
resources – resources that could otherwise not be used 
• The organisation and operation of the livelihood may appear 
to be simple, but it has proved to be efficient and sustainable 
enough to keep reindeer herding cultures almost unaffected 
from time immemorial to the present
